
The 18th century: 
a change of direction

In the 18th century, a new era in 
Western culture and society was firmly 
established, one that had already begun 
to dawn in the previous century. It fixed 
new principles and aims which would 
substantially change the course of history.

The rational thinker wanted to reform 
everything, and expected everything 
from those reforms. Denying the 
existence of ‘progress’ would have taken 
away all his or her reasons for living.

J. L. COMELLAS  
Historia de España moderna 

y contemporánea, Rialp
 (Translated)

● Use different sources to explain 
and analyse the political, social 
and economic characteristics of 
the Ancien Régime.

● Identify the impact of the 
Enlightenment in the 18th 
century.

● Understand the consequences 
of the arrival of the Bourbon 
dynasty in Spain. 

● Describe the progress of the 
Scientifi c Revolution and the 
new artistic styles that emerged 
in the 17th and 18th centuries.

1 
YOU WILL LEARN TO…

THE ANCIEN RÉGIME AND 
THE ENLIGHTENMENT

 What is the name of the period that came after the Middle 
Ages?

 What type of monarchy and what economic system 
replaced feudalism?

 What type of society continued to exist in the 
18th century?

Final task

Emulate the 18th-century Enlightenment thinkers 

During the 18th century, some Enlightenment thinkers had a brilliant idea: to produce 
a book containing all the knowledge of the era organised in alphabetical order. They 
called it The encyclopedia.

Nowadays, we still use this name for printed and digital books that follow this 
format.

What types of encyclopedias are you familiar with? Do you have any at 
home?  Have you ever looked anything up in them?  What about the ones in 
your school library? We are going to try to emulate 18th-century thinkers by 
designing and producing a small encyclopedia.

+
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1.  THE ANCIEN RÉGIME 

During the Ancien Régime, key aspects of the feudal system were modified by political, 
economic and social changes. 

 ❚ European monarchs became more powerful. They forced the feudal lords to accept 
their authority and exerted their power over all three estates of the realm. As a result, 
absolute monarchy was established.

 ❚ New forms of skilled craftsmanship and increased trade created a more open 
economy, compared to the closed economy that had characterised feudalism.

 ❚ The bourgeoisie became wealthier and more powerful, due to their control of craft 
production and trade.

 ❚ Humanism developed. It was a new way of thinking that replaced the conservative 
religious thought of the Middle Ages. It placed human beings, rather than God, at 
the centre of the Universe.

 ❚ Advances in science and philosophy began to overcome the desire to keep knowledge 
secret that had characterised the Middle Ages.

 ❚ New artistic styles emerged. These were distinct from the type of art that was 
promoted exclusively by the Catholic Church.

The Ancien Régime is a period that covers the 17th and 18th centuries. During this 
period, a series of political, economic and social transformations took place. These 
changes brought about the start of the Modern Age.

1.1. The politics of the Ancien Régime

The model for absolute monarchy was Louis XIV of France (1643–1715). He exerted his 
authority in various ways: he did not call the Estates General1, so that it would not be 
able to limit his power. He also controlled the government and intervened in the economy, 
introducing protectionist measures.

In contrast, Spain’s power began to decline during the 17th-century reigns of the Lesser 
Hapsburgs (Felipe III, Felipe IV and Carlos II). The main cause of this decline was Spain’s 
defeat in the Thirty Years’ War, which led to significant territorial losses, including that of 
the United Provinces.

Parliamentary monarchy in England

In England, Charles I faced opposition from Parliament when he tried to rule as an 
absolute monarch. This led to a civil war between the supporters of the king (Royalists) 
and the supporters of Parliament (Parliamentarians).  

Charles I was defeated and executed, and in 1649 a republic was established under 
the control of Parliamentarian commander Oliver Cromwell. After Cromwell’s death, the 
absolute monarchy was re-established under Charles II, who was followed by James II.

In 1688 tensions between Parliament and James II led to the Glorious Revolution. 
Parliament offered the throne to William of Orange. He swore to uphold the Bill of 
Rights, a document written by Parliament which became the precedent for similar 
documents in other countries.

This led to the establishment of a parliamentary monarchy, in which the monarch’s 
powers were limited by Parliament. In 1707, the parliaments of England and Scotland 
signed a series of agreements which unified the two countries. Together they became 
known as the United Kingdom of Great Britain.

Parliament was divided into two chambers, based on social differences between their 
members. The upper chamber, called the House of Lords, represented the nobility and 
clergy. The lower chamber, called the House of Commons, represented the rest of the 
population, but its members were wealthy men, such as bankers and merchants.

In the 17th century, absolute monarchy came to predominate in Western Europe. It 
was called ‘absolute’ because the crown had unlimited authority, which was believed 
to come from God. 

1 Estates General: political assembly in 
which all the estates of the realm were 
represented. In the Ancien Régime they 
met to vote on the proposals that the 
monarch made, such as the introduction 
of new taxes. In exchange, the monarch 
listened to the requests of each estate. 
This body was called the Cortes in Spain.

Louis XIV of France (Hyacinthe Rigaud, 1701)
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Remember

1. Define the following terms in your own words: 

❚ civil war. ❚ estates of the realm.

❚ Estates General. ❚ Lesser Hapsburgs.

❚ humanism. ❚ republic.

Understand

2. What are the main differences between absolute 
monarchy and parliamentary monarchy?

3. Look at the map of Europe in the 17th century. Which 
lands did Spain lose to France?

4.  Listen to the recording about Oliver Cromwell and 
answer the questions in your notebook.

Analyse

5. Look at the painting of Louis XIV above. In what 
ways does it symbolise his power as an absolute 
monarch?

Evaluate

6. Why do you think the replacement of absolute 
monarchy with parliamentary monarchy is 
considered political progress? 

7. Why is absolute monarchy not considered to be an 
appropriate form of government today?
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Remember

8. What characteristics did agriculture have during the 
Ancien Régime? How did this influence society?

9. Describe the economic situation of each of the estates. 
What caused their wealth or poverty?

Understand

10.  Listen and answer the questions in your notebook.

11. In your notebook make a flow chart showing the 
causes and consequences of Spain’s 17th-century 
economic crisis.

Analyse

12. What are the differences and similarities between 
the European economy in the 17th century and 
today’s economy? Write a short essay, including:

❚ agriculture. ❚ craft production.

❚ trade. ❚ government policy.

2. THE ECONOMY AND SOCIETY OF THE ANCIEN 
RÉGIME 

The Ancien Régime’s economy had the following characteristics:

 ❚ traditional agriculture with very low productivity. Agriculture was not commercial: 
people farmed to meet their own needs and used outdated techniques and tools.

 ❚ the dominance of the guilds. These were associations of craftsmen in the same trade 
that regulated aspects such as working hours, prices, wages and tools.

 ❚ domestic trade grew very little due to internal customs duties and the poor quality 
of the roads. However, foreign trade was expanding due to the discovery of America 
and the establishment of new sea routes to Asian markets. These developments led 
to the establishment of large empires, such as the Spanish and Portuguese Empires, 
and the expansion of trade routes in the Atlantic and Indian Oceans.

In order to accumulate more of these precious metals, monarchs implemented 
protectionist policies. They limited imports and encouraged exports by making foreign 
products very expensive. This way they hoped to keep gold and silver in the country.

During the 17th century, Europe’s absolute monarchs imposed a new economic 
system called mercantilism. Mercantilism was based on the idea that a country’s 
wealth depended on how much gold and silver it possessed.   

The city and port of Sevilla (Sánchez Coello, 1576–1600). In the Early Modern Age, Sevilla was the largest river port of the Spanish Empire because all products 
coming from America were shipped there.

SOCIETY IN SPAIN

Spanish society during this period had its own peculiar and often clichéd 
characteristics, such as a sense of honour and the idea that work was 
dishonourable.

Among the privileged groups, the nobles did not usually invest in productive or 
profit-making activities. The number of people entering the clergy increased, 
since this was a way to survive during the 17th-century economic crisis.

The commercial bourgeoisie was small and insignificant. The petite bourgeoisie 
and the peasantry became poorer as a result of the economic crisis. This poverty 
caused some people to become beggars, thieves or bandits.

During the 17th century Spain experienced severe demographic problems. 
The causes included periodic plague epidemics, the expulsion of the Moriscos 
in 1609 – which represented the loss of more than 200 000 people – poor 
harvests, and frequent wars. Together these factors led to a marked fall in 
Spain’s population.

The estates of the realm continued to be the dominant form of social organisation in 
Europe during the Ancien Régime. The First and Second Estates (the clergy and nobility) 
maintained their traditional privileges, while the Third Estate (the ordinary people) did not 
have any privileges.

 ❚ The nobility and the clergy did not pay tax. They maintained their economic 
power by collecting tithes from the peasants (one-tenth of the crops) and through 
the income they received from their lands. However, the lesser nobility and the lower 
clergy were often very poor.

 ❚ The Third Estate had to pay tax. During this period the differences between the 
various groups which were part of the Third Estate increased.

 – The upper middle class or bourgeoisie – composed of prominent merchants and business 
owners – became richer and more powerful as the European economy developed. 

 – The lower middle class or petite bourgeoisie – composed mostly of small merchants 
and craftsmen – declined because they could not compete with new forms of production. 

 – The peasantry and day labourers2 suffered during the 17th century because of 
poor harvests, rising prices and the higher taxes which they had to pay to the crown, 
nobility and clergy. 

Boys playing dice (Bartolomé Esteban Murillo, 1665–1675)

Important

During the 17th century, there was a serious economic crisis 
in Spain and in most parts of Europe. This was partly because 
American markets had stopped buying Spanish products due 
to agriculture in these colonies becoming more self-sufficient. 
Also, Spanish craftsmen could not compete with products 
made in other countries because the monarch did not 

protect them. Prices in general increased because from the 
16th century onwards so much gold and silver was brought 
to Europe from America. As a result of these problems, many 
farmlands were abandoned and craft production fell. Royal 
finances were also in crisis because spending was much 
higher than income.

!

2 day labourer: person who works for a 
daily wage, particularly in agriculture

HOW GEOGRAPHY AND HISTORY ESO 4 INICIA DUAL IS ORGANISED

The contents of the Geography and History ESO 4 INICIA 
DUAL project are offered both in printed format – the book 
you are holding in your hands – and digital format – the 
associated digital book INICIA DUAL. The guidelines on 
these two pages will show you how to get the maximum 
benefi t out of the digital and print formats combined.

This volume consists of 4 units, which are structured as follows:

❚ Unit Presentation
❚ Content Development
❚ Key concepts
❚ Consolidation
❚ Final task
The units are supported by appendices, which include a 
collection of related maps, as well as an index of key terms 
from each unit.

UNIT PRESENTATION
The opening spread provides a striking and evocative topic-relevant 
image, designed to stimulate interest and curiosity. On the first 
page, there is a user-friendly feature:

You will learn to… : this section explains what is going to be 
covered in each unit step by step. It also provides clear learning 
objectives, outlining what you should be able to accomplish by 
the unit’s end.

CONTENT DEVELOPMENT
These pages present the core material you have to study.

You may fi nd that you are already familiar with some of the 
subject matter covered. 

The Important section provides extra supporting information 
which complements the main content and enhances or 
deepens your knowledge of the subject matter. The Did you 
know? feature provides interesting and quirky additional facts 
and information. Both sections will help you develop and 
expand your knowledge by introducing important concepts, 
interesting facts, specifi c topic vocabulary, relevant data and 
further recommended sources of reading.

At the end of each section, there are carefully chosen activities 
that will enable you to put what you have learned into practice.

These activities are organised according to whether they 
involve lower-order thinking skills (Remember, Understand 
and Apply), or higher-order thinking skills (Analyse, Evaluate, 
Create).

The units have charts, maps, data tables, photos, drawings and 
other graphic elements to complement the content covered, 
and exemplify and develop key points, helping you to better 
understand, absorb and retain new information.
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Each group will present their encyclopedia and explain to the 
rest of the class how it was made. If you made it in a digital 
format, use the interactive whiteboard to show it to your 
classmates.

Each group should hand out a list of concepts that are in the 
encyclopedia to the rest of the class so that they can check 
whether the contents and organisation are correct.

Communication and publication

Follow these steps to carry out the task. 

 ❚ Decide what type of encyclopedia you are going to produce.

In the list on the right you will fi nd some types of encyclopedias. We suggest that you produce a 
subject-specifi c encyclopedia on the 17th and 18th centuries.

Choose the format that you are going to use: either paper or digital. If you are good 
with computers, a digital format is a good idea as it will be easier for people to access it.

Procedure

Emulate the 18th-century 
Enlightenment thinkers

1
During the 18th century, some Enlightenment thinkers had a brilliant idea: to produce a 
book containing all the knowledge of the era organised in alphabetical order. They called it 
The encyclopedia.

What types of encyclopedias are you familiar with? Do you have any at 
home? Have you ever looked anything up in them? What about the ones in 
your school library? We are going to try to emulate 18th-century thinkers by 
designing and producing a small encyclopedia.

 ❚ Prepare the information that your encyclopedia will contain.

You can use different sources of information: history books, the Internet, 
specialised magazines and newspapers. 

You should agree on criteria for the presentation of the contents: fi rstly you 
should defi ne and describe the concept, event, work, person or theory. Then 
you should include information about time and place where relevant. In a 
historical encyclopedia you can also organise information according to whether 
it relates to politics, the economy, society or culture.

It is important that the content of your encyclopedia is accurate and the 
language should be appropriate.

The information you include can be accompanied by images that help to explain the contents. 

 ❚ Make the front cover.

The front cover of your encyclopedia should clearly indicate the 
content (for example art, science, political history). It should be 
attractive to the reader.

MATERIALS ❚ Notebook ❚ Computer with Internet 
access

 ❚ Encyclopedias, atlases, 
books, documentaries 
and other sources of information.

Final task 

 1. What actions did you carry out to make the encyclopedia?

 2. Have you learnt to search for and organise information better?

 3. Was it diffi cult to write the information in an appropriate style?

 4. What was the most interesting part of the project?

 5. Has making the encyclopedia helped you to understand and analyse the information better?

 6. What has doing this task in a group taught you?

 7. How do you think your work has contributed to the work of your classmates as a whole?

 8. Would you like your work to be on the Internet and for it to be seen by many other people? Why?

 9. How did you benefi t from this task? 

SELF-ASSESSMENT

In a big group 
or individually

Get into groups. Research the types of encyclopedias that can be made and 
the criteria that are used to organise them.

Try to answer these questions.

–  What is an encyclopedia? What is it used for?

–  What type of encyclopedia do I usually use? What kind of format does 
it have?

–  How are encyclopedias usually organised? Do they usually have 
images to illustrate different subjects?

–  Are they useful for doing homework?

Preparation

Types of encyclopedias

 ❚ Universal

 ❚ Subject specific

 ❚ Specialised

 ❚ Dictionaries

Formats

 ❚ Paper

 ❚ Digital

Types of images that you can use:

 ❚ pictures by painters from that era.

 ❚ engravings.

 ❚ illustrative maps.

 ❚ photographs of monuments or historic 
places.

 ❚ drawings done by yourselves.

Get into groups. Research the types of encyclopedias that can be made and 

–  What type of encyclopedia do I usually use? What kind of format does 
You can click on this link to search 18th-century 

painters by name. You can use their works to 
illustrate your encyclopedia.

http://inicia.oupe.es/hist4ebi0102w

You can click on this link to search 18th-century 
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The Ancien RégimeThe Ancien RégimeThe Ancien Régime

 ❚ The Ancien Régime is the period between the 16th and 
18th centuries. There were social, political and economic 
transformations which ultimately led to the start of the 
Modern Age.

 ❚ In the 17th century absolute monarchy became the 
Ancien Régime’s typical form of governance. It was called 
‘absolute’ because all power was concentrated in the 
hands of the monarch. Royal authority was unlimited and 
it was believed that this power came from God.

 ❚ However, the first parliamentary monarchy was established 
in England in the 17th century.

 ❚ Mercantilism was the dominant economic system in the 17th century. 

 ❚ Under the Ancien Régime society continued to be based on the estates system.

 ❚ Rationalism and empiricism were important ways of thinking that emerged in the 17th century. Their combination led to 
the development of the scientific method.

 ❚ Baroque was the artistic style that emerged in Europe during the 17th and the early 18th centuries. It was characterised by 
abundant decorative elements. 

The 18th century: the Enlightenment and enlightened despotism

Science and art in the 18th century

 ❚ The 18th century was an era of great scientific and 
cultural progress. This was due to the influence of the 
Enlightenment on education, as well as the scientific 
legacy of the 17th century.

 ❚ Rococo is an aristocratic style that emerged in Europe 
from the 1730s to the 1760s. It reflected the aesthetic 
tastes of the nobility. They commissioned works that 
represented the joys of life to decorate their homes. 
Rococo is characterised by exuberant forms and 
elaborate decoration.

The Palace of Versailles, commissioned by Louis XIV

Economy and society in the 18th century

 ❚ The early 18th-century economy was similar to that of previous 
centuries (agriculture predominated). In subsequent decades, all 
areas of the economy experienced important changes caused by 
the reforms implemented by Enlightened monarchs.

 ❚ The population of 18th-century Europe steadily increased due 
to improvements in nutrition and hygiene, fewer epidemics and 
scientific progress.

 ❚ Even though Enlightened thinkers wanted to introduce social 
reforms, society continued to be based on the estates system.

Ascent of a Montgolfi er Balloon at Aranjuez (Antonio Carnicero, 1784)

The Enlightenment was an intellectual movement, 
a new way of thinking. It developed in Europe in the 
18th century.

 ❚ In political terms Enlightenment thinkers wanted 
to limit the power of the monarchy.

 ❚ In economic terms they advocated physiocracy. In 
the mid-18th century, economic liberalism began 
to emerge. It was based on the ideas of Adam Smith.

 ❚ Enlightened despotism was a new style of 
governance that was imposed in some European 
countries in the second half of the 18th century. 
Its objective was to combine absolute monarchy 
(despotism) with Enlightenment measures 
designed to modernise the country and improve 
people’s wellbeing.

KEY CONCEPTS

CONSOLIDATION 
The tasks presented on this two-page spread are designed to 
require you to put your learning into practice, helping you to 
identify how well you have absorbed the unit’s content and how 
successfully you can apply this knowledge, as well as identifying 
areas for improvement that may require some revision.

The icons which appear on the upper part of the page indicate 
specifi c task types. Here, and throughout the unit, a range of 
different tasks requiring the use of a variety of skills are employed.

FINAL TASK
This is a group-work project section, where you have the 
opportunity to apply the knowledge, skills and techniques 
learned in the unit in a team environment

The development of the task is carried out in three stages: 
(1) preparation, (2) procedure and (3) communication and 
publication.

At the end, you will be given the opportunity to evaluate your 
own progress, answering eight questions which prompt you 
to refl ect on what you have learnt.

KEY CONCEPTS
This section aims to highlight and summarise the most important unit content. This provides 
further support to help you absorb key concepts.

The digital content of Geography and History 
ESO 4 INICIA DUAL is referenced in this volume so 
that you are aware at all stages of when you can or 
should use the digital book

❚ On the opening page of each unit, the start 
button  indicates that there is digital content 
available. This digital feature, called Interesting 
facts! introduces the topic in an engaging way. 
It presents a documentary and some questions 
with the aim of awakening your curiosity for the 
subject matter of the unit 

❚ The downloud icon  marks a point where 
there is associated general digital content or 

section-specific digital features (Reading 
comprehension, Interactive activities, Cinema 
room, Virtual explorers…).

❚ Some activities in the book have blue text to 
indicate the presence of a digital hyperlink that 
will allow you to access a related page, video 
or map from the associated digital book, INICIA 
DUAL.

❚ You will also find the audio icon  linked to 
the Key concepts section 

❚ Some project sections display the portfolio icon 
,  allowing you to archive all the work you do.

CONTENTS IN DIGITAL FORMAT
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CONSOLIDATION

47. Define the following terms:

 ❚ Ancien Régime.

 ❚ Enlightenment.

 ❚ popular sovereignty.

 ❚ physiocracy.

 ❚ mercantilism.

 ❚ estates system.

 ❚ enlightened despotism.

 ❚ rationalism.

 ❚ empiricism.

 ❚ Rococo.

48. Copy these events in your notebook in chronological 
order. 

 ❚ Beginning of Rococo style

 ❚ Beginning of the War of the Spanish Succession

 ❚ Beginning of Baroque style

 ❚ Treaties of Utrecht and Rastatt

 ❚ Beginning of the reign of Carlos III

49. In your notebook, copy and complete the table 
comparing the Ancien Régime and the Enlightenment.

Ancien Régime Enlightenment

Chronology

Political system

Monarchs

Economy

Society

50. In your notebook, make an outline summary of the 
political, economic and social reforms introduced by 
the Spanish Bourbons.

54. Read the texts and answer the questions.

a) Which historical period does each text belong to?

b) What type of government does each text advocate?

c) Where does the power reside in each case?

d) Which author was an Enlightened thinker?

e) Which type of government does Spain have now?

Of all the monarchies, the best one is the hereditary one, 
especially when the succession is from male to male and 
from first-born son to first-born son. This kind of monarchy 
is the one God established in his land. […]
God established the kings as his ministers and it is through 
them that he reigns over his lands.[…]
God is pure holiness, pure goodness, absolute power, and 
always right. It is in these things that the grace of God 
resides. And in the image of these things resides the grace 
of the prince.

J.B. BOSSUET, Politics derived from Holy Scripture (1709)
(Translated)

In each estate, there are three kinds of power: [...] In the first 
one, the prince or magistrate makes the laws for a certain 
amount of time or forever, and corrects or abolishes the 
ones already made. The second power makes peace or war, 
sends or receives ambassadors, establishes public safety and 
prevents invasions; and the third one punishes crimes and 
decides disputes among  private citizens [...]
When the powers [...] are concentrated in the same person 
[...], then there is no freedom.

MONTESQUIEU, The spirit of the laws (1748)
(Translated)

51. Are these sentences true or false? Correct the false 
ones in your notebook. 

Enlightenment thinkers were in favour of absolute  
monarchy.

Rousseau argued that sovereignty resided in the  
people.

The physiocrats believed that gold was the source  
of national wealth. 

Adam Smith was an advocate of  
mercantilism.

Enlightened thinkers were critical of the estates 
system.

In the 18th century, the Hapsburgs were replaced  
by the Bourbons in Spain. 

Enlightened despots introduced reforms to make 
all people equal before the law.

52. Write an essay comparing society in the 17th and 18th 
centuries. Give examples of the changes that each 
social group experienced.

53. Look at the map and answer the questions in your 
notebook.

a) Why did international trade increase from the 17th century 
onwards? 

b) Which continents were involved in the triangular trade?

c) Which products did Europe import from America?

d) Which products did Europe import from Africa?

ATLANTIC
OCEAN
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Blind-man’s bluff (Jean Honoré Fragonard, 1769) Ecstasy of St Teresa (Gian Lorenzo Bernini, 1647–1652)

55. Rank these scientific discoveries from most important to 
least important in terms of improving people’s quality of 
life. Explain your answers.

 ❚ The first mechanical calculator

 ❚ The mercury thermometer with degrees Celsius

 ❚ The lightning conductor

 ❚ The measurement of blood pressure

 ❚ The smallpox vaccination 

56. Match each person to a description.  

  Jovellanos  Author of The encyclopedia

  Adam Smith  Enlightened despot

  Felipe V  Theorist of economic liberalism

  Fragonard  First Spanish Bourbon king

  Diderot  Rococo painter

  Frederick II  Spanish Enlightenment thinker

57. Look at the photos and explain in your notebook:

 ❚ the type of art work in each case.

 ❚ the artistic style and time period.

 ❚ the social group identified with each artistic style. 

 ❚ the characteristics of each style shown in the photos.
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