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These Focus Word boxes are for adults to read. Whenever it  
feels right, pause and talk about the focus words.

How to use this book
Encourage your child to read the words using their phonics knowledge 
to help them. Don’t be afraid to prompt them if they get stuck.

Comprehension
Before reading
• Talk about the title of the book and the information 

on the back cover. Ask: What do you already know 
about bats? Do they come out in the day or night?  

• Use the phonics information on the inside front 
cover to check that your child is familiar with 
the sounds listed. You might like to rehearse the 
‘Common words’ too.

During reading
• Encourage your child to be ‘in charge’ of the book – 

they could hold the book, turn the pages etc. Make 
sure that you and your child can both see the book 
without straining.

• Encourage your child to sound and blend the words, 
giving lots of praise and prompting them if needed. 
Talk about what is happening in the pictures. 

• When you come to the focus word boxes, it’s fine 
to wait until there is a natural moment in the text 
before talking about the focus words. Don’t worry 
if they don’t know the meaning of the word. It 

takes lots of encounters with a word for children to 
understand it and be able to recall its meaning.

• Encourage your child to ask their own questions, as 
well as discussing the ones suggested in the book. 

After reading
• Before looking back at the book, ask your child what 

their favourite bat fact was in the book.

• Look at page 2 together. Ask: Can you f ind a word 
on page 2 that means ‘strange’?

• Look at page 6. Ask: How do bats sleep?

• Look back at page 10. Ask: What do bats eat?

• Look at page 14. Re-read the sentence ‘Roosts 
are harder to get’. Ask your child to look at how 
the trees are being cut down by the people in the 
trucks. Ask: Why do you think roosts are harder to 
get?

• Look again at page 15. Ask: Is there anything we 
humans can do to help?

Focus words
This series features 300 carefully 
selected words from the Oxford 
Children’s Corpus. The following  
focus words appear in this book.

fact
NOUN
A fact is something that is true.

late
ADJECTIVE
When it is late in the day, it is near the 
middle or end of the day.

probably
ADVERB
You say that something will probably 
happen when you think it is likely to 
happen.

real
ADJECTIVE
A real problem is a big problem.

search
VERB
When you search for something, you 
look very carefully for it.

within
PREPOSITION
inside

It is useful to read the book more than once to help build f luency 
and consolidate new words.

Phonics
Say the sounds: 
ow          oi          ear          air         ure           er
Blend the sounds together, e.g. d-ow-n, down!

Common words: 
down          now          they          all          are
Tell children how to say the tricky bit of the word if necessary (e.g. the 
‘ey’ sounds /ai/ in ‘they’) and then blend the rest.

These focus word boxes are for adults to read. Whenever it  
feels right, pause and talk about the focus words.

Say the focus word and encourage your child to say the word too. Talk 
about what the word means. You can use the focus word box and the 
def inition/s to help you.

After you’ve f inished the book, talk about the focus words and any 
other words that you or your child found interesting. Carry on talking 
about the focus words whenever a chance comes up in real life, or 
when reading other books.

Vocabulary
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Look at all the bats!

This megabat is 
as big as a cat!
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This bat is lighter 
than a coin!
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8
Bats use their hearing to help search for food. 

Show me how you might search for something.

Bat Ears
Lots of bats can hear well.

big ears
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Fun Bat Fact 
This bat can hear a moth land on a twig!
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