
About your Geography and History ESO 3 book
Your Geography and History ESO 3 book begins with an introduction to the Sustainable Development Goals, 
their principles and main targets.

The book is organised into four blocks. 

  Block I: Population and settlement

 � Block II: Landscapes and economic 
activities

 � Block III: The challenges of a 
globalised world

 � Block IV: Geopolitics and international 
relations

THE BLOCKS 
Each block contains units that cover topics that are related to one another. These topics have been selected to 
promote your individual emotional, social and academic growth and to increase your awareness of the challenges 
facing our world today: the Sustainable Development Goals, children’s rights, gender equality and digital 
competence. The content of each block is also designed to help you to develop the skills you’ll need for your 
personal, academic and professional future.

The block introductions 
Each block introduction includes an overview of 
the topics covered in the units in that block. 

There’s also an introduction to the different 
learning situations that appear in the block. You 
can start thinking about each of these and how 
they apply to your life!

In addition, there’s an introduction to the 
project that comes at the end of the block. The 
competences covered in each unit, as well as the 
main content and the Practical tasks, will all help 
you to complete this project successfully.

Get ready to participate!

The projects 
Would you like to apply in practice 
what you’ve learned in the units? 
Are you interested in producing a 
project to share with other people 
and in finding out ways you can 
contribute to your community? 
Working on these projects will help 
you to achieve all of this, as well as 
developing your creativity through 
working both individually and as part 
of a group.
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The challenges of a 
globalised world
The units in this block encourage us to reflect on some of the challenges 
we face in a globalised world.

In Technological advances and the information society, the concepts of the 
‘information society’ and the ‘knowledge society’ are defined and 
explored in terms of how they shape society in general, the economy and 
the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals. The unit also 
examines digital transformation and how the COVID-19 pandemic has 
affected it. It also discusses the digital divide, social networks and how to 
stay safe online.

An unequal world explores inequality in the world from different 
perspectives, including its causes and consequences, the indicators we 
use to measure it and the process of development. The unit also 
introduces the concept of sustainable development, profiles 
some organisations which provide aid to less-devoped countries and 
explores how we can all be advocates for social welfare and a better 
quality of life for everyone.

Sustainability and the environment focuses on the many ways that human 
activity is threatening our planet. It looks at how we’re starting to come 
together to protect the planet through Earth Summits, the Sustainable 
Development Goals and the implementation of protected spaces. Key 
terms such as ‘environmental footprint’ are also defined.

In the Practical sections, you’ll familiarise yourself with some of the tools 
and techniques used by geographers. You’ll practise comparing news 
stories and assessing their reliability. In addition, you’ll learn how to 
resolve conflicts peacefully and how to debate successfully.

In all the units, you’ll have the opportunity to apply your learning to 
real-life situations.

�  In Become a journalist!, you’ll research and write your own article. Your 
research should come from reliable sources and your article will be 
written in a clear and objective way.

�  In Poverty is closer than you think, you’ll research poverty and social 
exclusion in your local area.

�  In Will we be able to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals by 
2030?, you’ll choose one of the goals and research its progress. You’ll 
finish by suggesting strategies to help us achieve it by the deadline.
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Block project 

For a more equal world
In this project, you’ll deepen your understanding of inequality in the world 
by exploring some of the indicators we use to measure it. You’ll also make 
proposals on how to promote equal and sustainable growth.
First, you’ll research an indicator and explain how it measures inequality. 
You’ll then use the indicator to compare some developed and 
less-developed countries. After seeing exactly how it measures 
inequality, you’ll be ready to come up with proposals on how to reduce 
inequality between people and countries. You’ll suggest ways to encourage 
economic development without harming the local environment.
We should all be working towards a more equal world!
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Geopolitics and international relations
There are two units in this block. Geopolitics and international relations 
explores concepts such as the state and the separation of powers, and 
examines the different forms of political organisation. It explains the  
different types of democracy that exist in the world, the various ways  
citizens can participate in their democracies and how the different  
electoral systems work in countries around the world. It provides  
information on international relations, the causes and consequence of 
conflicts in the world and the important role played by international 
organisations, such as the UN, in securing peace and protecting human 
rights everywhere. 
The European Union and Spain looks at the countries which form the  
European Union, its main institutions, how it funds the economic  
development of its member states and the challenges it faces in the  
coming years. The unit also explores the Spanish political system, its  
institutions and the decentralised state. In the Practical sections of these units, you’ll familiarise yourself with 
some of the tools and techniques which help us to understand  
geopolitics. You’ll practise comparing world maps that show different 
phenomena. You’ll also be able to better understand the different levels 
and relationships within institutions and political systems by learning to 
read and interpret organisational charts.  In all the units, you’ll have the opportunity to apply your learning to  
real-life situations. 
�  In Collaborating with UNICEF, you’ll complete a geographical study to 

indentify urgent vaccination areas and find the quickest route to get 
supplies to delivery sites. 

�  In Improving transport in your municipality, you’ll collaborate with your 
city council on a project to improve urban transport. To do this, you’ll 
need to analyse the area and design a route that includes the most im-
portant places and points of interest. 

BLOCK IV Units 11 to 12
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BLOCK: GEOPOLITICS AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Block project 
On behalf of the United Nations… International relations between different countries can be very complex. 
Although they can be peaceful, sometimes irreconcilable differences 
arise and lead to conflicts which harm civilians and threaten world peace. 
Organisations such as the UN work to avoid these conflicts. When conflicts 
arise, these organisations intervene in an effort to resolve them as quickly 
possible.  
In this project, you’ll take part in a negotiation to try and resolve a conflict. 
You’ll take on a specific role, research the conflict, research your role and 
then participate in the negotiation and hopefully find a resolution that’s 
acceptable to everyone at the table. 
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 Project 
Providing a little economic boost A strategy to promote economic growth

The economies of some Spanish localities are struggling to support their populations. This fact is forcing people to leave 
them in search of more stable conditions elsewhere.

PROJECT OBJECTIVES 
Identify a struggling area in Spain that has seen its 
infrastructure deteriorate in recent year: its healthcare 
and educational facilities, as well as its transport and 
communications, and research its economy. The area will 
also have suffered from depopulation due to the lack of 
economic opportunities.

Develop a strategy to help the locality reactivate its 
economy in a sustainable way.

Analyse the local economy to identify what could form the 
basis for sustainable economic development. Formulate a 
plan that will create jobs and help to reverse depopulation. 
Consider the environmental impact that economic 
activities could have on the area. Ensure that your strategy 
to promote economic growth is sustainable and doesn’t 
have negative environmental consequences.

PROJECT STAGES 
Preparation
�  In groups of four, decide on a place in Spain or 

elsewhere that meets the necessary criteria for the task. 
The place could also be assigned by the teacher.

�  Describe the place, locate it on a of map and find at 
least one photo of it.

�  Investigate the area further.

	�  What’s happening there now? Collect real-time 
data from reliable sources, including the birth rate, 
the death rate, the total fertility rate, the average 
age of the population and the unemployment rate. 
Find out which economic sector the majority of the 
population works in and what the main economic 
activities are.

	�  Is there a tendency for people to move away from 
the area? Which parts of the population are leaving? 
Why? Where are they going? How is this affecting the 
population that remains?

	�  What are the economic characteristics of the area 
have to offer? What’s produced in the region? 
What natural and human resources does it have? 
Make a list of all the ways someone can make a living 
while living there.
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Project guidelines
�  For a town to be considered at risk of depopulation 

in Spain, it must have had a negative rate of natural 
increase and negative population growth since 2001. 
In addition, its population density must be less than 
12.5 people per km2.

�  Descriptions of the place should include its relief 
and landforms, any natural resources, its urban plan, 
the infrastructure there (or lack of), road access and 
transport links with the rest of Spain.

�  Local businesses should be an important part of your 
strategy, which should also involve local people as 
much as possible.

Helpful hints
�  Some examples of concrete measures include the 

modernisation of farms to increase production and 
distribution, the installation of wind turbines to obtain energy, 
or the exploitation of natural or cultural resources to develop 
tourism in the area. Something else to keep in mind is how 
improving Internet access might create better opportunities 
for people in the area.

�  In order to assess the environmental impact of your strategy, 
you’ll need to think about the following:

 �  from an economic perspective, the effects of inflation, 
the opening of new commercial establishments, increasing 
employment levels and changes in land use.

 �  from an environmental perspective, how increased activity 
might affect the consumption of resources and energy 
in the area, degrade the landscape and generate more 
pollution and waste.

�  With population growth comes the need for better 
infrastructure and services, such as roads, wastewater 
treatment plants, schools, hospitals, and Internet access.

Method
1   Collect and organise your data using tables 

and graphs. Analyse the information using 
what you have learnt in the units. Use the 
skills acquired from the Practical sections 
where possible.

2   After researching and analysing the current 
situation, investigate whether there are any 
business opportunities in the area. Think 
about opportunities particularly in the food, 
tourism and energy industries.

3   Create a list of ways to reduce the effects 
of unemployment in the area. This is about 
providing a set of concrete measures which 
work with the current situation and resources 
of the area.

4   Assess the environmental impact of any new 
economic activities and suggest ways to 
minimise it.

5   Assess the environmental impact of 
population growth in the area and suggest 
ways to manage it.

Presentation
�  Once you’ve developed your strategy, write a 

report or create a presentation to share with 
your classmates.

�  Evaluate the strategies put forward by the different 
groups in the class.

�  As a class, decide on the best strategy. It should be 
the one that finds the best balance between economic 
growth and environmental protection.

SELF-ASSESSMENT 
Think about how useful this task was, especially about what 
you’ve learned to do and the difficulties you had.

Share your thoughts with the rest of the class.

Finally, copy and complete the self-assessment table in 
your notebook.

Around 42% of Spain’s municipalities are at risk of depopulation. 
This trend towards population loss in rural parts of Spain is referred to 
as ‘Empty Spain’ (la España vaciada).

Service learning
Identify any disadvantaged groups in the population, 
such as people living in conditions of poverty or 
people with disabilities. Include opportunities for 
them in your strategy.

Self-assessment form 1 2 3 4

We completed all the stages of the project.

We collected relevant data and analysed it.

We organised our ideas clearly.

We acquired a good understanding
of the topic.

We came up with some original ideas.

Our presentation was clear and 
well-organised.

I carried out the self-assessment.

We worked well as a group.

BLOCK: LANDSCAPES AND ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES Project. Providing a little economic boost

        LEARNING SITUATION
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Project
For a more equal world Understanding inequality 

Economic inequality exists on a global scale between countries, but also on a local scale between the di�erent groups 

of people within countries. Inequality also exists beyond just economics. There are social and environmental inequalities 

between people and countries too. In order to fix the problem of inequality we need to understand it in all its forms.

PROJECT OBJECTIVES

Deepen our understanding of inequality and 

the lack of equity in the world and propose 

some measures to encourage sustainable 

socioeconomic growth.

Identify and describe some important 

indicators of inequality and Learn how to 

interpret maps and graphs based on these 

indicators that show the di�erent aspects 

of inequality and inequity.

Is it possible for us to create a fairer world 

together?

PROJECT STAGES 

Preparation

In groups of four, choose an inequality indicator on the 

World Bank website. You can choose from the following, 

which are classified by type. 

a. Social indicators:

	 � life expectancy at birth, birth rates or fertility rates.

	 � child labour.

	 � births attended by a healthcare professional.

	 � literacy rates.

	 � school attendance rates.

b. Economic indicators:

	 � the Gini Coe�cient.

	 �  the proportion of the population living on less than

$2 per day.

	 � per capita GDP PPP.

	 � foreign debt as a percentage of GDP.

c. Environmental indicators:

	 �  protected space as a percentage of the total area.
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Project guidelines

We use lots of indicators to measure inequality. These 

include the Human Development Index (HDI), the 

Inequality-adjusted Human Development Index (IHDI), 

the Gender Development Index (GDI), the Gender 

Inequality Index (GII), the Multidimensional Poverty 

Index (MPI) and the Planetary pressures-adjusted 

Human Development Index (PHDI). 

In addition, there are the various indicators used to 

measure standards of living, such as Purchasing Power 

Parity, the ability to adapt to climate change, the Social 

Progress Index, per capita income, the Gini Coe�cient 

and various elements of the Happiness Index.

Useful links

We can use di�erent mapping tools available online to 

obtain information. Some examples are:

�  The World Bank website

Suggested search terms:

�  ‘World Development Indicators’

�  ‘GDP per capita World Bank data’

�  ‘Agriculture & Rural Development World Bank 

data’

�  ‘GDP per capita PPP (current international $)’

�  The ArcGIS Online platform with layered data related 

to inequality:

https://arcg.is/015vqy

�  The International Monetary Fund website

Suggested search terms:

�  ‘IMF real GDP growth’

�  ‘IMF data mapper’

Per capita GDP in dollars (PPP)

Low High

SOURCE: World bank 2020.
Service learning

Identify some aspects of inequality where you live. 

What initiatives might help improve the situation? 

Self-assessment form 1 2 3 4

We completed all of the project stages

We collected relevant data and analysed it.

We organised our ideas clearly.

We acquired a good understanding of the 

topic.

We came up with some original ideas.

Our presentation was clear and

well-organised.

I carried out the self-assessment.

We worked well as a group.

LEARNING SITUATION

Project: For a more equal world

What’s equity?

Equity is a concept relating to social justice and is 

about what is needed to overcome existing inequalities. 

As such, it accepts di�erences in the distribution of 

something because some countries or people might 

need more than others in order to reach a state of 

equality. As such, equity is vital in the fight for equality. 

To achieve equity, there must be a focus on equal 

opportunities, access to justice and equal pay.

�  Find out more about the indicator and write a short 

report on it with your findings. 

�  Use the indicator to compare some developed and less-

developed countries. List any di�erences you observe. 

Method
1   What do you think is happening? Try to explain any 

di erences you observed. 

2   Do you notice any trends, patterns or correlations? 

Do you think it's possible to change these?

3   Based on your observations, come up with some 

measures to fight–inequality relating to this indicator. 

Some examples might be offering microcredits, 

implementing fair trade practices, or encouraging

co-development.  

4   Create a list of ways to sustainably stimulate 

socioeconomic growth in a less-developed country. 

Think about providing a set of concrete measures 

which work with the current situation and resources 

there without harming the environment. 

Presentation

�  Create a PowerPoint presentation on inequality (and 

inequity) based on the indicator you’ve chosen to focus 

on. Include your measures to fight inequality relating to 

this indicator. 

�  Present your work to the class. 

�  Evaluate all the presentations and decide which ones 

you think make the most viable proposals.

�  As a class, decide which of the indicators are the best at 

measuring inequality.

SELF-ASSESSMENT

Think about how useful this task was, especially about what 

you’ve learned to do and the di�culties you had. 

Share your thoughts with the rest of the class. 

Finally, copy and complete the self-assessment table in 

your notebook.

BLOCK: THE CHALLENGES OF A GLOBALISED WORLD
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Los Objetivos de Desarrollo Sostenible (ODS)

   

8

9

The Sustainable Development Goals

The Sustainable Development Goals were launched by the United Nations and adopted by its member states in 2015. 

The goals aim to end poverty, fight inequality and injustice, and tackle climate change for everyone.  

In order to achieve the goals, we must take into account these three aspects.

Over 6 million children under five die each 

year. Only 50% of women in developing 

countries have access to healthcare. 

COVID-19 has highlighted the risks health 

emergencies bring, as well as the need to be 

prepared and have a plan to manage them. 

Targets
Ensure good physical 

and mental health 

and promote well-

being across all ages, 

reduce the maternal 

death rate and end 

preventable deaths 

in children under 

five. In addition, end 

epidemics such as AIDS 

and malaria, and ensure 

universal access to 

essential medicines. 

Half of the world’s population lives on $2 

a day. In many places, having a job is no 

guarantee to escaping poverty. 
Targets
Sustain 
per capita economic 

growth and promote 

economic growth 

that doesn’t harm the 

environment.

In addition, raise 
productivity through 

diversification, 
technology and 
innovation, and 
reduce the number 

of unemployed young 

people and women. 

The main problems are water scarcity and 

lack of access to safe drinking water and 

sanitation. 

Targets
Achieve universal 

and equitable 
access to both clean 

drinking water and 

sanitation. 

In addition, reduce 

pollution, eliminate 

the dumping of 
harmful waste in 

water, and protect 

and restore aquatic 

ecosystems.

Women and girls represent half of the world’s population. Nevertheless, gender inequality persists everywhere 

and prevents social progress. Gender inequality begins at birth: many girls are deprived of access to healthcare 

and education. In adolescence, these disparities grow: child marriage is a clear example. These inequalities affect 

women’s and girls’ development, as well as their opportunities. 

Targets
Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls. This 

requires ending all forms of discrimination, eliminating harmful 

practices (such as child marriage and female genital mutilation), 

ensuring equal opportunities and universal access to sexual and 

reproductive healthcare. 

In addition, we must recognise and value unpaid domestic work 

and encourage the idea of shared responsibility when it comes to 

household tasks and childcare. 

More than 700 million people (10% of the 

world’s population) live in extreme poverty. This 

means they survive on less than $1.90 a day.

Targets

Eradicate extreme 

poverty completely 

and reduce poverty 

around the world. 

To do this, we must 

develop social 
protection systems 

and ensure that 
everyone has access 

to basic services. 

THE DEADLINE

The deadline for 
the Sustainable 
Development 
Goals set by the 
UN in its 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development 

is the year 2030. 

AGENTS OF CHANGE

The world’s governments, 

institutions and all of society 

need to work together to 

achieve the Sustainable 

Development Goals. 

Every person on the planet has an important 

role to play.

TARGETS AND 
INDICATORS

The 2030 Agenda breaks 

each goal down into a 

number of targets. 

At the same time, it provides specific 

indicators which we can use to measure 

our progress in reaching these targets.

Education enables upward socioeconomic 

mobility. It’s also key to escaping poverty. 

However, more than 200 million children in 

the world don’t go to school and over 50% 

of  adolescents fail to meet the minimum 

standards in reading and mathematics.

Targets
Ensure inclusive, 

equitable and 
quality primary and 

secondary education 

for all, eliminate 
gender disparities in 

education, increase the 

number of scholarships 

and teachers in 
developing countries, 

and promote 
lifelong learning 
opportunities for all. 

Industry emits large quantities of waste 

which pollutes our air, water and soil if it isn’t 

properly managed.
Targets
Promote inclusive 

and sustainable 
industrialisation, 
and introduce 
technological 
innovations to find 

lasting solutions 
to economic and 

environmental 
challenges. 

Universal access to energy is essential. 

However, more than 3 billion people still cook 

with highly polluting fuels and lack adequate 

technology.

Targets
Ensure universal 
access to 
affordable, 
reliable and 
modern energy 
services and 
increase 
substantially our 
use of renewable 

energy sources. 

The food and agricultural sectors are key to 

ending world hunger. 
Targets
End 
hunger 
and ensure access to 

safe, nutritious and 

sufficient food for all. 

We can do this is by 

doubling agricultural 

production and the 

wages of small-scale 

food producers. We 

must also maintain soil 

quality.

The Sustainable Development Goals

The Sustainable Development Goals
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The ocean affects climate, the air and part of our food supply. Marine pollution is impacting ecosystems, biodiversity and the fishing industry.

Targets
Reduce marine pollution, manage and protect ecosystems, and end overfishing. 

In addition, promote sustainable practices in fisheries, 
aquaculture and tourism, and increase research into marine technology. 

Global consumption of natural resources is increasing; at the same time, so is air, water and soil pollution. 

Targets
Ensure sustainable management and efficient use of natural resources by using science and technology. In addition, reduce waste through 

prevention, reduction, recycling and reuse. 

Inequalities due to income, gender, age, disability, sexual orientation, race, class, ethnicity and religion still persist and threaten our socioeconomic development. 

Targets
Increase people’s income, guarantee equal opportunities, facilitate orderly and safe migration, and encourage development and assistance in the countries where these are needed the most. 

Homicide, violence and human trafficking crime are problems that must be solved through a system of universal justice. This system must be built on effective and accountable institutions.

Targets
Increase universal peace, security and prosperity, and end all forms of violence, abuse and exploitation. In addition, reduce corruption and bribery, and ensure public access to information. 

It’s predicted that around 5 000 million people will be living in cities by 2030. The challenge is to develop urban areas and generate the jobs required without putting pressure on the land and its resources. 

Targets
Ensure universal access to safe and affordable housing and basic services, expand public transport and reduce the negative environmental 

impact of cities when it comes to air quality and waste management.

We’re all in this together. We won’t meet the Sustainable 
Development Goals without political will. 

Targets
Developed countries should honour their commitment 
to help less-developed countries achieve long-term 
debt sustainability. Measures to finance and restructure 
debt, in addition to increased cooperation in science and 
technology, are necessary in order to achieve this. 

Deforestation and desertification caused by human activities and climate change affect the lives of millions of people around the world. Once again, the poorest suffer most.
Targets
Ensure the conservation and sustainable use of all inland ecosystems. We need to combat deforestation, promote reforestation and restore degraded soil. We must also protect threatened species and end the poaching and trafficking of exotic species.

Climate change affects all countries the world and has consequences for the global population and economy. The poorest and most vulnerable people will suffer most.

Targets
Strengthen our capacity to adapt to climate-related hazards and natural disasters, integrate climate change measures into national policies, and raise awareness and improve education on the topic of climate change.

All the Sustainable Development Goals are related. This means that in order to achieve one of them, it’s necessary to 

work towards the others at the same time. To facilitate the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals, they can 

be grouped into blocks of action: basic human needs, socioeconomic development, sustainable resource use, restoration 

of natural spaces, stopping climate change, universal rights and international cooperation. DEVELOPMENT WITHIN PLANETARY BOUNDARIES

SUSTAINABLE RESOURCE USE
SOCIOECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

GOVERNANCE
PARTNERSHIPS

UNIVERSAL 
VALUES

2050

2030

BASIC HUMAN NEEDS

ESSENTIAL CONDITIONS FOR THE EARTH

The Sustainable Development Goals
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Referencia fotos de inicio unidad.

Sustainability 
and the environment

1   Human activity and its 
environmental impact

2   Human activity and 
atmospheric deterioration

3   Human activity and the 
deterioration of inland 
ecosystems

4   The deterioration of marine 
ecosystems

ON THE FRONT PAGE
Oceans of plastic? 

5   Globalisation, the environment 
and sustainable development 

6   Protecting natural spaces 

7   Natural disasters and 
humanitarian crises

8   Environmental problems  
in Spain

9   Protecting natural spaces  
in Spain

PRACTICAL 
Participating in a debate

REVISION ACTIVITIES 

KEY CONCEPTS 

WORK ON YOUR KEY COMPETENCES
Achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals

Comunicación oral y escrita

Enough is enough!  
At the end of 2016, the Buriganga River screamed ‘Enough is enough!’ 
Overexploited at the hands of leather factories in neighbouring Hazaribagh, 
and poisoned by their toxic waste and the population’s habit of using it as a 
dumping ground, 
this artery into 
the capital city of 
Bangladesh can no 
longer support life. 
A decrease in oxygen 
levels, coupled with 
the large presence 
of the carcinogen 
chromium, often 
results in dead fish 
floating up to the 
surface. 
In Hazaribagh itself, air pollution was so bad that environmental groups named 
it one of the most polluted places on the planet. This pollution has led to 
significant increases in respiratory and skin conditions among the population. 
A serious health and environmental crisis followed, eventually forcing the 
government to take action.  In April 2017, it relocated around 150 factories 
to the outskirts of Dhaka. Many of these factories used child labour, It also 
promised two new sewage treatment plants to help lower toxic waste levels in 
the river. 
However, the government still hasn’t solved the problem of factories dumping 
their toxic waste in the river. You can see their pipes along the banks spewing 
out dense white foam, as well as liquid in shades ranging from crimson to blue. 
The smell is intense. Nevertheless, locals wait expectantly for these discharges 
to begin. They do this because the outpouring of waste kills the fish instantly. 
This means that it’s an easy way to catch them. These fish end up in local 
markets. It’s interesting to note that most of these factories also rely on child 
labour. Many of the challenges the world faces today are related.  

Zigor Aldama

elpais.com (17 January 2020) (Translated and adapted)

Human activity is the direct and indirect cause of serious environmental 
problems. Industrial processes lead to the emission of hazardous 
substances into the air and into our water supply. These problems not only 
damage the environment, but also our own health and well-being.   
Nowadays, we’re more aware of the need for sustainable development.  
This has resulted in governments and international organisations 
introducing more environmental policies. It has also led to the 
development of the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals. 

Think and discuss

1   What environmental 
problems in Hazaribagh 
does the article mention? 

2   What’s being dumped into 
the river? Find out more 
information about the 
types of waste.

3   How did the government 
respond? Has it done 
enough? Why/Why not?

4   How have the 
environmental problems 
mentioned in the text 
affected the local 
population’s health and 
well-being?

5   The article mentions that 
children often work in the 
factories where animal 
skins are soaked in harmful 
chemicals and processed 
with dangerous machinery. 
How does this make you 
feel? Do you think that 
their human rights are 
being violated? 

UNIT 10

A forest in spring

Rubbish on the Banks of the Buriganga River
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UNITS
Unit introduction 
The first two pages of each unit provide an attractive introduction to the topic you’re going to study, helping you begin to 
construct your own learning.

We’re all responsible for 
the achievement of the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals. The introductory text 
will help you to work on 
topics related to these goals 
and to think of ways you can 
contribute to a better world 
in the future.

Development 
These pages explain the content and are organised by header. The activities enable you to apply what you’ve learned.

The list of the contents 
includes the main topics, 
unit sections and Learning 
situations ( ).

GEOGRAPHY AND HISTORY

The images provide a visual 
introduction to the content.

In Think and discuss, there are activities that promote reflection 
and debate about the contents of the text and our current global 
challenges. You’ll share your experiences, ideas and opinions, as 
well as listening to those of your classmates.

1095. Rural and marine landscapes108 BLOCK: LANDSCAPES AND THE ENVIRONMENT

Arable farming: human factors
Given the challenge of providing food for the planet’s 
growing population, governments need to bear in mind 
the following factors.

  Demographic pressure: increasing population size 
means that we need to use more land and increase the 
productivity of land which is already being farmed.

  Relocation: to reduce the cost of hiring farm 
workers,  companies have started to carry out 
livestock farming and forestry in less-developed 
countries. As a result, in many developed 
countries, such as Spain, agricultural land becomes 
depopulated as a result of migration to urban areas 
and land abandonment.

  Economic structure: the history and economic 
system of each country determines land ownership 
(individual/collective), the shape of the plot (regular/
irregular), delimitation of its borders (open/
closed), the size (big/medium/small) and farming 
systems (sharecropping/leasing). In countries that 
trade in the global market, commercial agriculture 
predominates. This means that food is grown to 
be sold. Countries that engage less with the world 
market practise subsistence agriculture.

  Political organisation: governments must develop 
legislation that’s respectful towards the environment. 
In addition, they should give loans and grants to 
support agriculture and train agricultural workers.

  Technological advances: governments can use these 
to increase productivity. Technology facilitates an 
efficient use of water, improves soil quality and 
provides solutions for the collection and treatment 
of agricultural waste.

108 109

Agricultural activities
Agriculture is part of the primary sector, which includes arable farming, 
livestock farming, forestry and hunting. The products of these activities 
provide us with food and the raw materials used by other economic sectors. 
Primary-sector activities take place in different spaces. 

  Arable land is used only for agriculture. We differentiate this land from 
industrial landscapes.

  Agricultural land is where agricultural activities take place (agriculture, 
livestock farming and forestry). The land used for hunting is also included.

  Rural land includes all the agricultural activities mentioned above, and 
also the food industry, rural tourism and second homes.

Arable farming: physical factors
Both physical factors and human factors can affect arable farming. The 
physical factors include:

  climate. Temperatures are fundamental for plant growth. Plants need a 
temperature of at least 10 ºC to grow and can be damaged by extreme 
temperatures. Sub-zero temperatures or extremely high temperatures 
are bad for harvests1 . On the other hand, abundant and frequent rainfall 
are beneficial for crops, but a lack of rainfall hinders crop development.

  relief. Altitude affects crop growth, as does the amount of sunlight or 
shade2 they receive. South-facing slopes receive a lot of sunlight and 
have higher temperatures. North-facing slopes receive less sunlight and 
have lower temperatures. Plains and valleys at altitudes of 200 m or less 
generally make good agricultural areas. 

  soil. The quality of soil is a key factor. The thickness of the top layer 
of soil is important. A thicker layer of soil means that roots have more 
space to grow. The texture of the soil affects its ability to retain water: 
sand barely retains water, but clay becomes water-logged3, creating 
puddles. The perfect soil is a mixture of sand and clay. Plant coverage 
of the floor is another key factor for good-quality soil. Decomposing 
vegetation and its chemical transformation creates humus4, which is 
essential for crops.

1

Humus is a scarce resource, but it’s important for fertile soil. It comes from 
decomposed organic matter originating from animals, plants or a mixture 
of both. It’s created by microorganisms. 

Humus is dark in colour and enrichens the soil. Worms also help to maintain 
the soil in good condition.

Humus retains water and prevents erosion. 

a.  Look at the picture of the soil layers. Use the information from the text 
to deduce which layer humus is found in. How do you know? 

b.  Can we find humus in soil with little plant coverage? Why/Why not? 

Learn +

Arable land Agricultural 
land 

Rural 
land

Agriculture
Livestock farming

Forestry
Hunting

Food industries
Rural tourism
Second homes

  Activities in all areas
  Activities in rural and agricultural 
areas

  Activities in rural areas

Farmland in La Gomera, Canary Islands; 
Terracing creates horizontal areas 
where crops can grow. 

The type of rock that composes the soil (clay, limestone or siliceous) 
affects how much water is retained. For example, limestone is like a 
colander1. Water filters through it and none remains on its surface. 
When water falls on clay soil, on the other hand, it expands the 
particles that form the clay and leaves little space for the water to 
filter through. Siliceous soil, such as granite or gneiss, has faults and 
diaclases2 which water can filter through. These materials form sand 
when they erode. Water filters easily through sand.

a.  If you had to build a reservoir, what type of soil would you choose 
to form the bottom and sides? Give reasons for your answer.

b.  Search for information about Pontón de la Oliva. Why doesn’t it fill 
up with water easily? 

Learn +

1   In your notebook, list the physical and human 
factors that affect arable farming.

2    Listen and answer the questions.
 a.  Where’s humus usually found?
 b.  What’s it mainly made of?
 c.  What else does it contain?

3     Use the Internet to find out about the 
destruction of the rainforest in the Amazon to 
clear land for farming. Write a blogpost about the 
causes and consequences. 

 The causes of rainforest destruction are… 
 This is because… The consequences are…

CLIL activities 

Pontón de la Oliva in Patones (Madrid)

Agriculture is one of the oldest activities practised by 
humans. In the Paleolithic Period, humans were simple 
hunter-gatherers. During the Neolithic Period, humans 
began to grow and harvest crops. They also began to 
keep livestock. Nowadays, however, fewer people work 
in farming, even though production has increased. This, 
along with technological advances, has allowed the 
secondary and tertiary economic sectors to develop. 
The tertiary sector has expanded significantly during 
the last century, especially in developed countries. 

1 harvest: process of collecting crops.
2 shade: with little/no direct sunlight.
3 water-logged: areas where water 
collects in the soil.

4 humus: substance formed from 
decomposing organic matter.

1 colander: container with holes used to drain water.
2 diaclase: joint or fracture in a layer of rock.

Making connections
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11. Geopolitics and international relations
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BLOCK: GEOPOLITICS AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

States and international relations
There are around 200 different states in the world. 

These states are very diverse and we can classify them 

in different ways, for example according to their size, 

population, economy and form of government.
Since the late 20th century, economic, political and 

cultural globalisation has been taking place. As a 

consequence of this, international relations between 

states have become more important than ever.
The positive effects of globalisation include greater 

international cooperation in the maintenance of peace, 

the protection of human rights, widening access 

to culture and education, and removing barriers to 

international trade.Sometimes, however, relations between states break 

down. Each state has its own political and economic 

interests, and these interests can generate conflict. 

This conflict can involve the breakdown of dialogue 

and agreements, but it can sometimes escalate and 

become an armed conflict.Terrorism is currently an important challenge in 

international relations. Until the start of the 21st 

century, terrorism was mainly a domestic problem 

faced by individual states.The September 11th terrorist attacks in the United 

States marked a dramatic change in the dimension 

of international terrorism. Since then, international 

cooperation in the fight against terrorism has 

increased and states have made international 

agreements to combat this threat.
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CLIL activities 
7   Look at the map and find these countries. Write the name of their capital 

cities and the countries they share a border with.

 a.  The Russian Federation  d.  Haiti
 b.  Sudan 

 e. Germany

 c.  Turkey 
 f.  India

8   In your notebook, describe how these have affected international relations.

 a.  globalisation b.  the September 11th terrorist attacks

9     How can states fight terrorism? What measures should they take? Write a short 
text describing and explaining 
your ideas. States can control/prohibit/check...

  States should/shouldn’t use military force because

Attack on the World Trade Center, New York
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10. Sustainability and the environment 249

248 BLOCK: THE CHALLENGES OF A GLOBALISED WORLD

Earth Summits
In 1972 the first UN environmental summit was held in 

Stockholm, Sweden. At the 1992 Rio de Janeiro Earth 

Summit in Brazil, the Rio Declaration on Environment 

and Development was adopted. Most of the world’s 

leaders at that time supported taking action to resolve 

the environmental problems the planet was facing. 

One of the results of this declaration was the Earth 

Charter. The notion of the green economy1 also 

emerged at this time, with the objective of reducing 

the impact of human activity on the environment.

The 1997 Kyoto Protocol was signed in order to try 

to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. However, the 

objectives were difficult for countries to achieve 

and some countries decided not to sign it. Of those 

that did sign, many haven’t been able to reach the 

protocol’s objectives. Despite this, many countries 

later signed the 2015 Paris Agreement. The objective 

of this agreement was to limit global warming to 1.5 °C 

or less by 2030. 

At the 2000 Millennium Summit, many world leaders 

agreed to help to fight poverty and to create a more 

peaceful, prosperous and fair world over the course 

of the next 15 years. Although progress was made, 

the objectives weren’t achieved and, in 2015, the UN 

adopted its Sustainable Development Goals. These 

form part of the 2030 Agenda. 2030 is the date by 

which these goals will hopefully have been achieved.

 Globalisation, the environment and sustainable development 

CLIL activities 

16   In your notebook, suggest ways we can:

 a. prevent environmental problems.

 b. protect the environment.

 c. rehabilitate a damaged environment. 

17    Listen and describe the objectives of the Paris 

Agreement. Explain what consequence this has 

had in the UK.

18    Discuss these questions with a classmate.

 a.  How many of the 17 Sustainable Development 

Goals can you name?

 b.  Which do you think are the most important?

One of the main goals of sustainable development is ensuring that 

future generations can satisfy their needs.

Environmental education is essential for sustainable development.
A Greenpeace campaign to protest against climate change 

How the three dimensions of sustainable development are related

The objectives of sustainable development 

The Sustainable Development Goals were created 

by the UN in 2015. They include environmental 

and national protection, as well as combatting 

socioeconomic inequality in order to make the world a 

fairer place. The goals therefore cover all the problems 

that affect the future of humankind. They ask questions 

such as: will there be enough food for the  

11.2 billion people who will live on Earth in 2100?

All environmental issues are interrelated with other 

problems. This means that any given issue is connected 

to various Sustainable Development Goals.

During the 1970s, people began to worry about the 

effects of mass consumerism and wasted resources on 

the environment. 

There are various factors that make environmental 

sustainability difficult to achieve. Some of these factors 

are related to the consequences of globalisation. 

There’s a widespread belief in growthism1. As a result, 

businesses usually prioritise being competitive at the 

expense of the environment. 

Other factors that affect sustainable development are 

socioeconomic, such as standards of living. 

As a consequence, we need to manage and plan our 

use of the Earth’s resources and, at the same time, 

reduce our impact on the environment. 

There are three key actions we can take in order to 

achieve sustainable development.

  Prevention: anticipating environmental problems 

before they happen. 

  Protection: implementing conservation and the 

protection of natural landscapes. 

  Rehabilitation: undoing some of the damage caused 

by human activities. For example, we could turn old 

landfill sites into parks.

We should take action on both a local and a global 

level. In addition, it should involve all the relevant 

agents: individuals, businesses and governments.

Education should include environmental awareness, 

starting with school children, so that people are aware 

of the need to preserve and protect nature and the 

environment for future generations.

In addition to environmental issues, sustainable 

development also includes issues related to world 

peace and security, the law and human rights, as well as 

development in itself. 

Negative impacts on the environment have already 

helped to raise awareness of this problem among the 

public. This has resulted in various initiatives, including 

the work of environmental NGOs such as Ecologists in 

Action and Greenpeace.

In the 1970s, the UN created the United Nations 

Environment Program (UNEP). It began to hold the 

UN Climate Action Summit, also known as Earth 

Summits. At these international meetings, sustainable 

development goals are discussed and agreed.

1 growthism: belief that economic growth is the main purpose of 

human civilisation.

1 green economy: low-carbon, resource-efficient and socially-

inclusive economic model.

5 
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Other special features include:
	 �Connections, which will help 

you to acquire a more global 
vision of your learning.

	 �#ForABetterWorld, 
which encourages you to 
reflect and take action on 
topics such as equality, 
sustainability and the 
environment.

	� Curiosities, which includes 
strange facts and figures, 
anecdotes and singular 
examples related to the 
content.

	� Learn +, which expands 
on aspects of the content. 
Knowledge should have no 
limits!

	� Working with sources, which 
provides texts and images 
for you to analyse.

You can access the QUIZ on 
an electronic device to check 
what you already know about 
the contents of the unit.
Go to your  Desktop.



About your Geography and History ESO 3 book

6

Final sections 
In the final pages of each unit, there are three sections which will help you to synthesise and revise what you’ve learned. 
You’ll also be encouraged to integrate this knowledge and the competences you’ve developed in your learning process 
in your oral and written production.

As well as the main content pages, there are other fixed sections in the units.
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On the front page
There are currently a large number of violent conflicts around the world that have 

a great impact on the civilian population.

Major conflicts around the world today   

Afghanistan
After two decades of international intervention, the United States withdrew troops from Afghanistan on 30 August 2021. The country is 
once again ruled by the Taliban, an extremist group that has plunged the country into hunger, violence and fear. The Taliban has closed 
schools and restricted the freedom of the civilian population, especially women.
The conflict in Afghanistan is now 20 years old and continues to claim a 
high number of civilian victims. Both the Taliban and other armed groups 
deliberately launch attacks against the civil population and civilian 
targets in contravention of international humanitarian law. Among other 
places, a maternity hospital and several educational institutions have 
been attacked. There was no accountability for these crimes whatsoever. 
Women and girls continue to experience violence, harassment and 
intimidation.

Amnesty International, REPORT 2020/21 (Translated and adapted)

The Sahel
The Sahel is a region that runs from the east to the west of the 
African continent. It separates the Sahara Desert in the north 
from the forested Sudanese Savannah in the south. Some of 
the most conflicted countries in the world are located in this 
region, due to the presence of militias and terrorist groups. This 
is especially the case in the rural areas of Mali and Nigeria.

Western Sahara– Morocco
This is one of the most recent regions in the world to join the 
sad list of wars and active conflicts in 2021. After almost 30 
years of ceasefire between the Moroccan government and 
the Polisario Front, peace ended last October with a return to 
conflict. The trigger occurred at the Guerguerat border crossing, 
when the Moroccan army entered the area to evict a group of 
Saharawis who were camping on the runway with the aim of 
interrupting the transit of goods.

Ayuda en Acción (Translated)

DIVISION OF WESTERN SAHARA

AREA CONTROLLED
BY MOROCCO

AREA CONTROLLED BY
THE POLISARIO FRONT

Laayoune

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

Cameroon
The UN estimates that four million people need 
humanitarian assistance in Cameroon. The armed conflicts 
are concentrated in the north of the country (due to jihadist 
attacks) and in the west, in a war that has pitted separatist 
groups against the government since 2017. Of particular 
concern is insecurity in which schools and teachers find 
themselves: they’re the target of armed groups that support 
the separatists.

Ayuda en Acción (Translated and adapted)

Ethiopia
On 4 November 2020, an armed conflict broke out between the 
government and the Tigray People’s Liberation Front. According to 
Amnesty International, ‘Tens or probably hundreds of people were 
stabbed to death or killed with machetes in Mai-Kadra, to the west of 
Tigray’. The population of this country, located in the Horn of Africa, 
doesn’t just suffer from the consequences of armed violence, but also a 
great famine that led the government to declare a ceasefire during the 
harvest. Although there’s no official data, it’s estimated that one million 
people have been internally displaced. In addition, about 50 000 people 
have fled to Sudan.

Myanmar: coup d’état and 
ethnic violence

After a long military dictatorship (1962–2010) and a few 
years of trying to restore democracy, on 1 February 2021 
the army proclaimed a state of emergency and arrested 
political leaders, including Nobel Peace Prize winner 
Aung Sang Suu Kyi. The repression and violence initiated 
to silence the protests of the population has caused 
numerous injuries, deaths and disappearances. Added to 
this persecution for political reasons is the ethnic cleansing 
that the Rohingya people (a minority Muslim group in the 
country) have been suffering for years.

Syria
The protests against President Bashar al-Assad that 

began in 2011 gave rise to a bloody civil war that hasn’t 

yet ended. This armed conflict has caused the death of 

half a million people and has forced 6 million people 

to leave their homes and seek refuge in neighbouring 

countries, such as Lebanon and Turkey.

Venezuela
In December 2020, the elections were held in Venezuela 
were marked by low participation and poor transparency. 
After a long campaign of international isolation led by 
the United States against President Nicolás Maduro, the 
country has suffered an economic collapse which has left 
millions of Venezuelans with food insecurity. There are 
serious cases of malnutrition. Around five million people 
have been forced to leave the country.

Yemen
According to the UN, this country is experiencing the worst humanitarian catastrophe on the planet. After years of civil war, the country’s economy has collapsed, public services have disappeared and diseases, such as dengue fever and malnutrition (especially in children), are ravaging the population. Today 80% of the population needs humanitarian aid to survive.
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Practical   
Analysing an agricultural landscape Follow these steps to analyse an agricultural landscape. 

Observing the landscape 
First, observe which of the elements you’ve studied can be found.1   Observe the factors and elements of each component of the landscape.
   What are the physical factors of the place where we find our landscape (climate, altitude, vegetation  

and soil)?
   What are the human factors (population, human activities)?2   Observe the visible elements in the landscape.   Describe the shape and size of the plot. What type of boundaries does it have? What’s the altitude?

   What crops and vegetation are present? How’s water used?   What types of livestock can be seen? Is there evidence of forestry?Landscape analysis and commentary The next step is to describe what you have observed. This will help you to analyse accurately the landscape 

(assessment) and think about its future (prognosis). It’s important to analyse the landscape’s sustainability. To do 

this, you need to do the following things.1   Determine the aspects that are the same in the whole landscape. 2   Describe in detail every factor and element that you have observed.3  Summarise the interaction of the physical and human factors in the landscape. 
4   Think about the future of the landscape and its sustainability. Finally, write your commentary. 

LEARNING SITUATION

Example of an analysis and commentary 1   Observation of the visible components, the elements of the landscape and plot boundaries
  There’s a wasteland (an unused area of land that has become barren or overgrown) on a low mountain. There’s 

also an extensive plain where dry cereal crops are being grown. There are some olive groves and areas of trees, 

which are the remains of previous forestry activity. 2   Detailed explanation of the observed elements Analyse all of the elements in the landscape.   A wasteland made up of vegetation, particularly bushes and scrubland, bordered by a road. There’s a fence 

which forms another border which might indicate livestock farming.
   A plain with extensive dry cereal crops in open fields. Although the fields are small, they’re not smallholdings. 

The soil quality is poor (no humus). The olive groves look like they’ve been planted in rows with space 

between the trees. This space has allowed vineyards to be planted between the rows of trees. There aren’t 

any irrigation systems and the soil isn’t dark, which indicates that these are dry crops.
   The trees are dispersed. Judging by their irregular disposition and shape, they could be holm oaks from an old 

meadow or scrubland. 
3   Summary and assessment  This is a Mediterranean landscape with extensive human activity, in particular dry agriculture on a plain. There’s 

no sign of abandonment.
4   Sustainability and future of the landscape It’s a landscape suited to the dry geographical environment and the poor soil quality. 

  Analyse this landscape following the steps outlined above.

BLOCK: LANDSCAPES AND THE ENVIRONMENT

5. Rural and marine landscapes
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Revision activities

258 BLOCK: THE CHALLENGES OF A GLOBALISED WORLD 259

1    Define these terms in your notebook.
  Earth Summit  national park
  hole in the ozone layer  acid rain
  desertification  overexploitation
  biocapacity  environmental footprint

2   Answer the questions.
 a.  What different types of waste are there?
 b.  What’s desertification? What causes it? 
 c.  What’s the United Nations Convention on the 

Law of the Sea?
 d.  What are the main environmental problems with 

natural causes that Spain faces?
 e.  What do we call the UN directives that refer to 

sustainable development? Give some examples.

3    Read the text and explain what it’s referring to.

Development that satisfies the needs of the 

current generation, without compromising the 

ability of future generations to satisfy their own 

needs.
 Brundtland Report (1987)

4    Write a list of things you can do, as well as 
things your school can do, to stop climate change.

5    Look at the map and summarise the 
information in contains about natural disasters.

6    Visit the Global Footprint Network web page 
and find out more about the environmental 
footprint and biocapacity.

 a.  List five countries with a negative ecological 
deficit and five with a positive ecological deficit.

 b.  Compare the US to China for: biocapacity, per 
capita environmental footprint, population size 
and GDP per capita. Each country has a negative 
ecological deficit. In which country is this the 
result of a larger population? In which country is 
it the result of higher consumption?

7   Look at the map showing nuclear power stations in 
Spain and answer the questions below.

 

Nuclear power station

Waste storage

200 km0El Cabril

Almaraz I
Almaraz II

Ascó II

Vandellós IITrillo

Cofrentes

 a. Where are the nuclear power stations located?
 b. Where’s radioactive waste stored?
 c.  What environmental risks can these produce?

8    Read the text and answer the questions below 
in your notebook.

 

Urban pollution

The city of Beijing, which according to a government 

report is almost ‘uninhabitable for human life’ today 

as a result of its extremely high levels of air pollution, 

has decided to close 300 polluting factories in order 

to improve air quality. In addition to these closures, 

no new industrial projects will be approved in sectors 

such as the steel industry and cement industry, which 

cause high levels of pollution.

La Vanguardia (Translated and adapted)

 a.  What type of pollution does the text refer to?
 b.  How does this type of pollution affect people 

living nearby?
 c.  Bearing in mind that the population of Beijing is 

very high, what other types of pollution do you 
think there could be there?

9    Look at the bar chart and answer the questions.
 a.  Which area was the first to reduce waste?
 b.  How has Spain changed since 2000 in terms of 

waste generation?
 c.  How does Spain compare in recent years to the 

EU average in terms of waste generation?

GENERATION OF MUNICIPAL WASTE PER PERSON
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10   Why do you think national parks and other types of 
protection of natural spaces are important? What 
are the benefits of protecting natural areas?

11   Make a mind map in your notebook about 
environmental degradation. Include information 
about the: 

   types of pollution.
   causes and consequences for the environment.
   causes and consequences for people.

12   Choose a Sustainable Development Goal and answer 
the questions.

 a. Why’s it important to achieve this goal?
 b.  How is it related to the economy, society and 

environment?
 c. What measures must we take to achieve it?

13    Read and summarise the text. Suggest how the 
problem can be resolved.

The worrying growth of the Great Pacific 

Garbage Patch: three times the size of France

The gigantic Pacific Garbage Patch is growing 

at an alarming rate, according to new research 

published in Nature magazine. As this research 

shows, this area of waste now measures  

1.6 million km2 – almost three times the size of 

France – and contains almost 80 000 tonnes of 

plastic. This is 16 times more than was previously 

thought. In fact, one area within the garbage 

patch now contains the greatest concentration 

of plastic ever recorded.

‘The concentration of plastic is increasing. 

I believe the situation is getting worse,’ said 

Laurent Lebreton, the main author of The Ocean 

Cleanup Foundation study in Delft, Netherlands.

BBC (Translated and adapted)

14    Look at the bar chart and answer the 
questions below.

EVOLUTION OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL FOOTPRINT
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 a.  Which countries have the largest environmental 
footprints?

 b.  What affects the footprint of each country? 
What types of human activity increase it?

 c.  How has the environmental footprint of 
developed countries changed? What about in  
less-developed countries? Why? 

Seismic zones

Tsunami zones

Flood zones

Active volcanoes
Hurricanes
Tornadoes
Drought 4 000 km0

10. Sustainability and the environment
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 Key concepts    

Sustainability and the environment 

  an environmental indicator of the surface area needed to produce the resources which the population consumes and to absorb the waste it produces

  generated by human activity
  can be domestic, agricultural, industrial, nuclear…

Environmental footprint

HUMAN ACTIVITY AND THE ENVIRONMENT

  an environmental indicator of a region’s capacity to generate resources and absorb waste without sustaining damage

Biocapacity
Waste

Damage to the atmosphere

Sustainable development

HUMAN ACTIVITY DAMAGES THE ENVIRONMENT

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Damage to marine ecosystems

Protecting natural spaces

Damage to inland ecosystems

 pollution
 acid rain
 hole in the ozone layer
 urban heat islands
  global warming caused by greenhouse gases

  prevent, protect and rehabilitate natural areas
  United Nations Environment Program (UNEP)
 Earth Summits
  Sustainable Development Goals

  pollution caused by waste
  oil spills
  accumulation of plastic
  overfishing
  urban development in 

coastal areas

  national parks
  UNESCO biosphere reserves, world heritage sites, geoparks  Natura 2000
  International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN)

  soil pollution, erosion and desertification
  deforestation
  lack of water and overuse of aquifers
  pollution of lakes and rivers
  loss of biodiversity

Natural disasters

Humanitarian crises occur when natural disasters cause problems 
that require extensive aid.

  volcanic eruptions
 earthquakes
 hurricanes
 tornadoes
 floods
 drought
 forest fires

  Forest fires, torrential rains, hailstorms, high winds and droughts are relatively frequent.
  Earthquakes (in Murcia) and volcanic eruptions (in the Canary Islands) happen sometimes.
  There’s a lack of water due to global warming; rivers and seas are polluted by waste and there’s soil degradation in many areas.  There’s a lack of systems to manage urban resources and there’s no definitive solution for the problem of nuclear waste.
  A quarter of Spain’s surface area is protected land. 

in Spain

ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS AND RISKS 

 Concept map

 

Work on your key competences       

Preparation
  Classify the Sustainable Development Goals into four categories. To help you do this, use the information on the right.
   ecological and environmental 
   economic and systems of production
   social welfare
   governmental and political action to improve the situation  Form groups of four and choose a Sustainable Development Goal which you’re all interested in.
  Do research to find out more about the goal you chose: what issue does it aim to resolve and what objectives are stated for 2030? 

Method 
1.  Once you’ve found information about the goal, create a presentation using PowerPoint, Prezi or another slideshow program to communicate what you found out.
2.  Create a poster about the goal you researched. Include information about what category it falls under and a list of specific actions we can take to help achieve this goal.
Presentation
Give your presentation to the class and pay close attention to the other groups’ presentations. 
Hold an informal debate. Discuss and evaluate the actions each group has suggested and suggest other actions that will help achieve the goal.
Add the new suggestions to your poster, or at least the most interesting ones. 
Display the posters around the classroom or in the school corridor.

Fortunately, we know that nowadays many people are worried about the future of the planet and are trying to be more 
sustainable, both environmentally and socioeconomically. These concerns have grown in recent years and have led to 
the creation of the Sustainable Development Goals. However, it still isn’t clear how we can achieve these goals. What’s 
clear, however, is that we’ll need to do more than just work together...You’re going to work on these goals to see if you can help solve some of these issues. You’ll think about what needs to 
be done and what you personally can do to help achieve these goals. 

LEARNING SITUATION

Will we be able to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030?Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals

261

Donate what you don’t use
836 million people live in extreme poverty.

Classification of the Sustainable Development Goals

  Ecological and environmental: refer to climate 

change or protection of the environment.

  Economic and systems of production: refer to 

reducing the impact of economic activity to 

preserve the environment for future generations.

  Social welfare: refer to improving wellbeing and 

living standards around the world.

  Governmental and political: refer to promoting the 

SDGs and government policies to increase public 

awareness. 

Group size:
groups of four for the presentation and poster.
large group for the debate.
Material:
computer with Internet access, reference books. 
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Key concepts is a synthesis of the major 
content of the unit in the form of a concept 
map. It’s a great starting point for your exam 
revision.
You can also do the Digital revision activities, 
read and listen to Passnotes and play Dante’s 
enigma. 
Go to your  Desktop.

Revision activities prompt you to relate and apply what you’ve 
learned in the unit. These activities will help you to study and 
revise for your exams.

On the front page is a magazine-style 
presentation of current news stories related to 
the unit content.

The tasks in the Practical pages will enable you to develop the 
skills and competences specific to Geography and History. You’ll 
learn how to interpret maps and graphs, make climographs, 
population pyramids and timelines… You’ll see the many different 
ways in which Geography and History are essential to our lives.

GEOGRAPHY AND HISTORY

Work on your key competences presents a Learning situation 
that enables you to put the contents you’ve studied into 
practice in an integrated and transversal manner.
Each task is based on collaborative group work.



7

The   Desktop 
The  Desktop is a digital space where you can access your digital book, as well as a wide range of 
resources in different formats (such as video, HTML and PDF). These will help you with the tasks and processes 
that are the basis of your learning: observation, analysis, consolidating and expanding your knowledge, study skills 
and exam revision.

	 Quiz: a fun way to check what you already know before starting the unit.

	 Unit presentation: a summary of the key contents of the unit.

	�Online maps: with digital maps that cover the contents of the units, you’ll discover a new way to study 
Geography.

	 Animations: dynamic illustrations and maps that help you to better understand processes.

	Passnotes: summarised versions of each content section with audio.

	�Dante’s Enigma: play against your classmates and show how well you know the contents of one or various 
units.

	 Digital activities: activities in an interactive format.

	Digital revision activities: simple activities to help you to revise the unit.

	 Weblinks: to expand your knowledge and find information for research tasks.

Symbols used in your book 
Some sections and activities in this book are specifically designed to develop the key competences and to focus on 
aspects of your individual development and the challenges of today’s world. The symbols below help you to identify 
these sections and activities.

GEOGRAPHY AND HISTORY

All of the activities in this book develop the plurilingual competence.

KEY COMPETENCES
 �Linguistic competence

 �Plurilingual competence

 �Competence in science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics (STEM)

 �Digital competence

 �Personal and social competence 
and learning to learn

 �Civic competence

 �Entrepreneurial competence

 �Cultural awareness and expression

FOCUS ON
 �Children’s rights

 Gender equality

 �Physical and emotional 
wellbeing

 Digital competence

 The world of work

 �The Sustainable 
Development Goals

OTHER SYMBOLS
 �Learning situation

 �Group activity and cooperative learning

 �Speaking activity

 Online map

 Passnotes

 �Digital revision activities

 Dante’s Enigma

      Downloadable material


