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destruction /dɪˈstrʌkʃn/ noun (no plural)
breaking something completely so that you 
cannot use it again or so that it is gone: the 
destruction of the city by bombs

detach /dɪˈtætʃ/ verb (detaches, detaching, 
detached)
to separate something from another thing 
that it is joined to: Please complete and detach 
the form below.    O P P O S I T E  attach

detached /dɪˈtætʃt/ adjective
A detached house stands alone and is not 
joined to any other house.

detail1      /ˈdiːteɪl/ noun
1  (plural details) one fact or piece of 
information: For more details, please phone this 
number.  Tell me quickly what happened – I 
don’t need to know all the details.
2  (no plural) the small facts or features of 
something: The work requires close attention 
to detail.
in detail with all the small parts: Tell me about 
your plan in detail.

detail2      /ˈdiːteɪl/ verb (details, 
detailing, detailed)
to give a list of facts or all the available 
information about something: The brochure 
details all the hotels in the area and their 
facilities.

detailed      /ˈdiːteɪld/ adjective
giving a lot of information: a detailed 
description

detect      /dɪˈtekt/ verb (detects, 
detecting, detected)
to discover or notice something that is 
difficult to see: The tests detected a small 
amount of blood on his clothes.

detective      /dɪˈtektɪv/ noun
a person whose job is to find out who did a 
crime. Detectives are usually police officers: 
Sherlock Holmes is a famous detective in stories.

detention /dɪˈtenʃn/ noun
the punishment of being kept at school after 
the other children have gone home: They can’t 
give me a detention for this.

detergent /dɪˈtɜːdʒənt/ noun
a powder or liquid that you use for washing 
things

deteriorate /dɪˈtɪəriəreɪt/ verb 
(deteriorates, deteriorating, deteriorated)
to get worse: Her health deteriorated as she got 
older.

determination /dɪˌtɜːmɪˈneɪʃn/ noun (no 
plural)
being certain that you want to do something: 
She has shown great determination to succeed.

determine      /dɪˈtɜːmɪn/ verb 
(determines, determining, determined)
1  to discover the facts about something: 
The police are leading an investigation to 
determine the cause of the accident.  It’s hard 
to determine exactly why the company went 
bankrupt.
2  to make something happen in a particular 
way: Voters in rural areas could determine the 
outcome of the election.

determined      /dɪˈtɜːmɪnd/ adjective
very certain that you want to do something 
and not letting anyone stop you: She is 
determined to win the match.

detest /dɪˈtest/ verb (detests, detesting, 
detested)
to hate somebody or something: They have 
always detested each other.

detour /ˈdiːtɔː(r)/ noun
a longer way to a place when you cannot go by 
the usual way: The bridge was closed so we had 
to make a detour.

devastate /ˈdevəsteɪt/ verb (devastates, 
devastating, devastated)
1  to destroy something or damage it very 
badly: War devastated the country.
2  to make somebody extremely upset and 
SHOCKED (= surprised in an unpleasant way): This 
tragedy has devastated the community. 
 devastating /ˈdevəsteɪtɪŋ/ adjective: The 
storm had a devastating effect on the island.

develop      /dɪˈveləp/ verb (develops, 
developing, developed)
1  to grow slowly, increase or change into 
something else; to make somebody or 
something do this: Children develop into adults.
2  to begin to have something: She developed 
the disease at the age of 27.  Our courses help 
children to develop new skills.
3  to think of or make something new: We are 
developing new products all the time.  The 
company developed a plan to reduce costs.
4  to start to happen or change, especially in a 
bad way: A storm is developing over the Atlantic. 
 The situation quickly developed into war.

developing country /dɪˌveləpɪŋ ̍ kʌntri/ 
noun
a country that is poor and is just starting to 
have modern industries

development      /dɪˈveləpmənt/ 
noun
1  (no plural) becoming bigger or more 
complete; growing: We studied the development 
of babies in their first year of life.
2  (plural developments) something new that 
happens: There are new developments in science 
almost every day.

TRY IT 1. Put these words in alphabetical order:
desk  dial  detail  dream  description  digital  desire

TRY IT 2. You are looking at the page shown above. You want to look up the word 
essential. Do you need to move to a section before this in the dictionary or a 
section after this?

TRY IT 3. You want to look up the word litter. Will you find it on the page that has the 
words lit ➔ loan at the top?

 

Ss
S, s /es/ noun (plural S’s, s’s /ˈesɪz/)

the 19th letter of the English alphabet: ‘Sun’ 
begins with an ‘S’.

sack1 /sæk/ verb (sacks, sacking, sacked) 
(British, informal)
to say that somebody must leave their job  
  S A M E  M E A N I N G  fire: The manager sacked her 
because she was always late.

sack2 /sæk/ noun
a big strong bag for carrying heavy things: a 
sack of potatoes
get the sack (British, informal) to lose your 
job: She got the sack for being late.
give somebody the sack (British, informal) to 
say that somebody must leave their job: Tony’s 
work wasn’t good enough and he was given the 
sack.

sacred /ˈseɪkrɪd/ adjective
with a special religious meaning: A church is a 
sacred building.

sacrifice /ˈsækrɪfaɪs/ verb (sacrifices, 
sacrificing, sacrificed)
1  to stop doing or having something 
important so that you can help somebody or 
to get something else: During the war, many 
people sacrificed their lives for their country.
2  to kill an animal as a present to a god: They 
sacrificed a lamb. 
 sacrifice noun: They made a lot of sacrifices 
to pay for their son to go to university.

sad      /sæd/ adjective (sadder, saddest)
unhappy or making you feel unhappy: We are 
very sad to hear that you are leaving.  a sad 
story 
 sadness /ˈsædnəs/ noun (no plural): Thoughts 
of him filled her with sadness.

saddle /ˈsædl/ noun
a seat on a horse or bicycle    Look at the 
picture at bicycle, horse.

sadly      /ˈsædli/ adverb
1  in a sad way: She looked sadly at the empty 
house.
2  unfortunately: Sadly, my brother lost his job 
last week.

safari /səˈfɑːri/ noun (plural safaris)
a journey to look at or hunt wild animals, 
usually in Africa: They’re going on safari.

safe1      /seɪf/ adjective (safer, safest)
1  not in danger; not hurt: Don’t go out alone at 
night – you won’t be safe.

2  not dangerous: Is it safe to swim in this river? 
 Always keep medicines in a safe place.
safe and sound not hurt or broken: The child 
was found safe and sound. 
 safely /ˈseɪfli/ adverb: Phone your parents to 
tell them you have arrived safely.

safe2 /seɪf/ noun
a strong metal box with a lock where you keep 
money or things like jewellery

safety      /ˈseɪfti/ noun (no plural)
being safe: He is worried about the safety of his 
children.

safety belt /ˈseɪfti belt/ noun
a long thin piece of material that you put 
round your body in a car or a plane to keep 
you safe in an accident    S A M E  M E A N I N G  seat 
belt

safety pin /ˈseɪfti pɪn/ noun
a pin that you use for joining pieces of cloth 
together. It has a cover over the point so that it 
is not dangerous.    Look at the picture at pin.

sag /sæɡ/ verb (sags, sagging, sagged)
to bend or hang down: The bed is very old and it 
sags in the middle.

said /sed/ form of say1

sail1      /seɪl/ verb (sails, sailing, sailed)
 
P R O N U N C I A T I O N

The word sail sounds just like sale.

1  to travel on water: The ship sailed along the 
coast.
2  to control a boat with sails: We sailed the 
yacht down the river.

 
S P E A K I N G

When you talk about spending time sailing a 
boat, you say go sailing: We often go sailing 
on the lake at weekends. 

 sailing /ˈseɪlɪŋ/ noun (no plural): to go sailing

sail2      /seɪl/ noun
a big piece of cloth on a boat that catches the 
wind and moves the boat along

sailor      /ˈseɪlə(r)/ noun
a person who sails ships or boats as their job 
or as a sport

saint /seɪnt/ noun
(in the Christian religion) a dead person 
who lived their life in a very good way: Saint 
Nicholas
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Ss
S, s /es/ noun (plural S’s, s’s /ˈesɪz/)

the 19th letter of the English alphabet: ‘Sun’ 
begins with an ‘S’.

sack1 /sæk/ verb (sacks, sacking, sacked) 
(British, informal)
to say that somebody must leave their job  
  S A M E  M E A N I N G  fire: The manager sacked her 
because she was always late.

sack2 /sæk/ noun
a big strong bag for carrying heavy things: a 
sack of potatoes
get the sack (British, informal) to lose your 
job: She got the sack for being late.
give somebody the sack (British, informal) to 
say that somebody must leave their job: Tony’s 
work wasn’t good enough and he was given the 
sack.

sacred /ˈseɪkrɪd/ adjective
with a special religious meaning: A church is a 
sacred building.

sacrifice /ˈsækrɪfaɪs/ verb (sacrifices, 
sacrificing, sacrificed)
1  to stop doing or having something 
important so that you can help somebody or 
to get something else: During the war, many 
people sacrificed their lives for their country.
2  to kill an animal as a present to a god: They 
sacrificed a lamb. 
 sacrifice noun: They made a lot of sacrifices 
to pay for their son to go to university.

sad      /sæd/ adjective (sadder, saddest)
unhappy or making you feel unhappy: We are 
very sad to hear that you are leaving.  a sad 
story 
 sadness /ˈsædnəs/ noun (no plural): Thoughts 
of him filled her with sadness.

saddle /ˈsædl/ noun
a seat on a horse or bicycle    Look at the 
picture at bicycle, horse.

sadly      /ˈsædli/ adverb
1  in a sad way: She looked sadly at the empty 
house.
2  unfortunately: Sadly, my brother lost his job 
last week.

safari /səˈfɑːri/ noun (plural safaris)
a journey to look at or hunt wild animals, 
usually in Africa: They’re going on safari.

safe1      /seɪf/ adjective (safer, safest)
1  not in danger; not hurt: Don’t go out alone at 
night – you won’t be safe.

2  not dangerous: Is it safe to swim in this river? 
 Always keep medicines in a safe place.
safe and sound not hurt or broken: The child 
was found safe and sound. 
 safely /ˈseɪfli/ adverb: Phone your parents to 
tell them you have arrived safely.

safe2 /seɪf/ noun
a strong metal box with a lock where you keep 
money or things like jewellery

safety      /ˈseɪfti/ noun (no plural)
being safe: He is worried about the safety of his 
children.

safety belt /ˈseɪfti belt/ noun
a long thin piece of material that you put 
round your body in a car or a plane to keep 
you safe in an accident    S A M E  M E A N I N G  seat 
belt

safety pin /ˈseɪfti pɪn/ noun
a pin that you use for joining pieces of cloth 
together. It has a cover over the point so that it 
is not dangerous.    Look at the picture at pin.

sag /sæɡ/ verb (sags, sagging, sagged)
to bend or hang down: The bed is very old and it 
sags in the middle.

said /sed/ form of say1

sail1      /seɪl/ verb (sails, sailing, sailed)
 
P R O N U N C I A T I O N

The word sail sounds just like sale.

1  to travel on water: The ship sailed along the 
coast.
2  to control a boat with sails: We sailed the 
yacht down the river.

 
S P E A K I N G

When you talk about spending time sailing a 
boat, you say go sailing: We often go sailing 
on the lake at weekends. 

 sailing /ˈseɪlɪŋ/ noun (no plural): to go sailing

sail2      /seɪl/ noun
a big piece of cloth on a boat that catches the 
wind and moves the boat along

sailor      /ˈseɪlə(r)/ noun
a person who sails ships or boats as their job 
or as a sport

saint /seɪnt/ noun
(in the Christian religion) a dead person 
who lived their life in a very good way: Saint 
Nicholas
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TRY IT 4. How many different parts of speech does cross have?

TRY IT 5. Complete the sentence with a word related to ecology:
A person who studies or knows a lot about ecology is an      .

TRY IT 6. If you do something ‘behind somebody’s back’, you do it:
a) after they have already done it
b) when they are not there, so that they do not know about it
c) when you are standing behind them

TRY IT 7. Match the phrasal verbs with their meanings:
go ahead to become higher or more
go away to return
go back to begin or continue
go up to leave

The words in 
the dictionary 
are arranged in 
alphabetical 
order, from A to Z.

All the letters of 
the alphabet are 
shown down 
the side of every 
page. The blue 
box shows which 
letter the words 
on that page 
begin with, to 
help you get to 
the right part of 
the dictionary 
quickly.

There are two 
words in the top 
corner of every 
page to tell you 
the first and last 
word on that page.

The word you are 
looking up (the 
headword) is blue.

Headwords with 
the same spelling, 
but different parts 
of speech, have 
different numbers.

Related words are 
given below the 
main word.

Groups of words 
with a special 
meaning (idioms 
and phrasal 
verbs) are shown 
below the main 
word.
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amazed      /əˈmeɪzd/ adjective
very surprised: She was amazed to discover the 
truth about her father.  I was amazed at her 
knowledge of French literature.

amazement /əˈmeɪzmənt/ noun (no plural)
great surprise: She looked at me in  
amazement.

amazing      /əˈmeɪzɪŋ/ adjective
1  If something is amazing, it surprises 
you very much and is difficult to believe.  
  S A M E  M E A N I N G  incredible: He has shown 
amazing courage.  I’ve got an amazing story to 
tell you.
2  excellent, wonderful  
  S A M E  M E A N I N G  fantastic: His performance 
was pretty amazing. 
 amazingly /əˈmeɪzɪŋli/ adverb: Jo plays the 
violin amazingly well.

ambassador /æmˈbæsədə(r)/ noun
an important person who represents his or 
her country in a foreign country: the British 
Ambassador to Italy

 
W O R D  B U I L D I N G

An ambassador works in an embassy.

ambition      /æmˈbɪʃn/ noun
1  (plural ambitions) something that you  
really want to do: My ambition is to become a 
doctor.
2  (no plural) a very strong wish to be 
successful, to have power, etc: Louise is 
intelligent, but she lacks ambition.

ambitious      /æmˈbɪʃəs/ adjective
A person who is ambitious wants to be 
successful, to have power, etc.

ambulance /ˈæmbjələns/ noun
a vehicle that takes people who are ill or hurt 
to hospital

American football /əˌmerɪkən ̍ fʊtbɔːl/ 
(British) (American football) noun (no plural)
a game that is played by two teams of eleven 
players who kick, throw or carry the ball  
to the end of the field. The players wear  
special clothing to protect their heads  
and bodies.    Look at Picture Dictionary 
Sports.

among      /əˈmʌŋ/ (also amongst 
/əˈmʌŋst/) preposition
1  in the middle of a group of people or things:  
I often feel nervous when I’m among  
strangers.
2  in a particular group of people or things: 
There is a lot of anger among students about the 
new law.
3  for or by more than two things or people:  
He divided the money among his six children.

 
W H I C H  W O R D ?

Among or between?

You can use among when you are talking 
about more than two people or things: You’re 
among friends here.
If there are only two people or things, use 
between: Sarah and I divided the cake 
between us.  I was standing between Alice 
and Cathy.

amount1      /əˈmaʊnt/ noun
how much there is of something: He spent a 
large amount of money.

amount2 /əˈmaʊnt/ verb (amounts, 
amounting, amounted)
amount to something to make a particular 
amount when you add everything together: 
The cost of the repairs amounted to £500.

amp /æmp/ noun
a measure of electricity

amuse /əˈmjuːz/ verb (amuses, amusing, 
amused)
1  to make somebody smile or laugh: Rick’s joke 
did not amuse his mother.
2  to keep somebody happy and busy: We 
played games to amuse ourselves on the long 
journey.

amused /əˈmjuːzd/ adjective
thinking that something is funny and wanting 
to laugh or smile: He was amused to see how 
seriously she took the game.

amusement /əˈmjuːzmənt/ noun (no plural)
the feeling that you have when something 
makes you laugh or smile: We watched in 
amusement as the dog chased its tail.

amusement park /əˈmjuːzmənt pɑːk/ 
noun
a large park which has a lot of things that 
you can ride and play on and many different 
activities to enjoy

among

A house among 
some trees.
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The body
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Oxford Essential Dictionary Digital Vocabulary Resources © Oxford University Press 1The body

The body 
arm   

ear   

eye   

finger  

foot  

hair  

mouth  

neck   

shoulder  

stomach  

1 Match the definitions with the correct words.

1 One of the five parts at the end of your hand.

 elbow  

 finger  

 knee

2 All of the long thin things that grow on the skin of people and animals.

 teeth  

 fingers  

 hair

3 The part of your leg that you stand on.

 foot  

 knee  

 thigh

4 The part of your body between your shoulders and your head.

 chest  

 armpit  

 neck

5 The part of your body from your shoulder to your hand.

 arm  

 finger  

 wrist

6 The part of your face below your nose that you use for eating 
and speaking.

 nostril  

 mouth  

 lip

7 The part inside your body where food goes after you eat it.

 hip  

 waist  

 stomach

8 One of the two parts of your body that you use to hear with.

 nose  

 ear  

 mouth
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