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Globes and maps

Elements on a map

Maps with a small scale show very large areas. Maps with a large scale show smaller areas. 
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A globe is a 
model of the 
Earth. 
It’s a sphere. 
It’s got the same 
shape as the 
Earth.

A map is a flat 
representation  
of the Earth. 
World maps 
show continents 
and oceans. 
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There are different types of maps. 

We can use a compass, the Sun and the stars to find our way. 

Types of maps

Street maps and plans

Orientation

3three

1

They use colours to 
represent countries, 
regions and cities.

Political maps

They show a village or a city. They’ve 
often got a grid and coordinates

They show a building, house or room. 
They can show a lot of detail.

Street maps Plans

The Pole Star is always in 
the north.

A compass shows the 
cardinal points. The needle 
always points north.

The Sun always rises in 
the east.

North Street

Castle Street

1

2

3

A       B        C       D      E

They use colours and 
symbols to represent 
landforms.

Physical maps

They show different types of 
information, for example the 
weather.

Thematic maps


